[11:15 A] The House of Shammai say, “Heaven was created first, the earth 


[B] 


afterward.” 


The House of Hillel say, “The earth was created first, and heaven 
afterward.” 


[C] They both adduce supporting reasons for their opinions. 
[D] What is the reasoning of the House of Shammai? 


[E] “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” [This is 
to be compared] to a king who made a throne; after he had made it, 
he made its footstool: “Heaven is my throne and earth my 
footstool” (Isa. 66:1). 


[F] What is the reasoning of the House of Hillel? 


[G] “In the day when God made the earth and the heaven” (Gen. 2:4). 
[This is to be compared] to a king who built a palace. After he had 
built the lower stories he built the upper stories. 


[H] “My hand established the earth and [77d] my right hand spread out 
the heaven” (Isa. 48:13). 


[I] R. Judah bar Pazzi says, “This supports the House of Hillel, ‘Of 
old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heaven is the 
work of your hands’” (Ps. 102:26). 


[J] R. Hanina said, “From the [very] place from which the House 
of Shammai adduce support for their opinion, the House of 
Hillel refute [lit., remove] them. What is the support for the 
House of Shammai? ‘In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth.’ From there the House of Hillel refute them: 
‘And the earth was’ (Gen. 1:2) — already was [i.e., Gen. 1:2 
refers to the state of the earth before creation].” 


[K] R. Yohanan [said] in the name of the sages, “As regards 
creation, heaven was first; as regards completion, earth was 
first. As regards creation, heaven was first: ‘In the 
beginning God created.’ As regards completion, earth was 
first: ‘In the day when God made the earth and the 
heaven.’” 


[L] According to the House of Shammai he made heaven 
on the first [day]. There was an interval of three days, 
then it produced offspring — first, second, third. On 
the fourth, “Let there be lights.” 


